
2055 A.D.: Michigan State 
Observes its Bi-Centennial 

"The coins of yesterday will not pay the 
bills of tomorrow," said President Hannah of 
Michigan State's 100th anniversary. "It is in 
the future that we must do the unfinished 
work to which our Centennial theme dedi
cates our efforts." 

We may look to 1970, when there may 
be 30,000 students at Michigan State Univer
sity; when the problem of war or peace may 
have been settled; when a cure for cancer may 
have been discovered, and automobile driving 
is safe. What then of 1990? and later? 

One day Michigan State will observe its 
Bi-Centennial. It will be the year 2055, and 
many infants alive today will grow to see it. 

For a sober, calculated look at what that 
day may be like, the Wolverine has asked 
Prof. William Roe of Administrative and 
Educational Services to prognosticate, to ex
tend for 100 years the lines of study which 
are drawn today in the educational, social 
and industrial laboratories of the world. On 
the following pages he presents to readers of 
the 100th Anniversary Wolverine an idea of 
what the 200th Anniversary issue may include 
between its covers. 

With the freedom of an author, Prof. Roe 
has transplanted himself to the campus of 
Michigan State University on May 19, 2055. 

He sees, at first, a lack-lustre place, with
out the rah-rah spirit of the 20th century, 
without the young, pretty girls and nonchalant 
young men of those days. 

Beaumont Tower, bright but strange
looking in an ornate and over-formal atmos
phere, stands on its hill. There are only two 
other structures in the Circle area, the ven
erated Administration Building and the out
moded Library Annex, the main library of 
1928-54. 

There are swans on the Red Cedar in
stead of ducks. A nuclear reactor fills old 
Macklin Stadium. Parking meters service 
motor-scooter helicopters, and the only four
wheel vehicles in sight are service trucks. It 
is a strange day, made stranger by the odd 
mixture of 2055 architecture with the rem
nants of the 1955 campus. 

Then Prof. Roe strikes a conversation 
with Luther (Gus) Gunnison, the gist of 
which he relates in the following article. 

Greek homes lining M .A.C. avenue north of the campus make up a lively area known as "Sorority Row." 



By WILLIAM H . ROE 

Associate Professor, Administrative and 
Educational Services 

GUS was a friendly character. He took me 
on a tour of State's quiet, business-like 

campus after explaining he was one of the 
30,000 graduate students who made up almost 
the entire student body. 

Enrollment had been frozen at 30,000, 
years before, and was limited now to gradu
ate workers, with the exception of 1,800 chil
dren in the experimental school. 

And so we talked of universities and edu
cation, as of 2055. 

Gus laughed at the idea of grades. 
"Our students progress according to their 

'orthodox' age," he said. "This is something 
we establish from social, mental, emotional, 
and physical growth and a test-determined 
factor we know as X 2-something you may 
have called initiative, drive, or ambition." 

Symbolic bas-reliefs decorate the face of the modem Physics
Math building, an important post-war addition to the campus. 
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In the Ryukyus Islands, State maintains a small "university" 
to help raise the standard of living of a people struggling to 
keep their freedom. This is a typical classroom. 

I told him I had expected more students. 
"Our students are all over the state," he 

explained. "Every boy and girl is expected to 
complete the college curriculum, which com
bines the practical and the theoretical- the 
vocational and the academic. It is meaning
ful and useful to everyone who is educable." 

"Educable 7" 
"We use that term for everyone who is 

capable of learning." 

State adds its share to the tremendously expanding field of 
nuclear research in the mid-20th century. 



A two-lane boulevard divides the campus of Michigan State from a compact, busy business district in 1955. 

Gus explained that "long ago," the dem
onstrated need for socially effective use of 
increasing leisure had forced introduction of 
"avocational" interests into general education. 
He was most enthusiastic about it. 

"The latent creative ability of youth has 
been developed miraculously in all media, 
archaeology, carpentry, music, die-making
you see, a person's avocation today is as im
portant to society as his vocation." 

Local faculties 

A DUL T education had been superseded on 
r\... a state-wide scale. The University had 
a local faculty in all major population centers, 
Gus said, and they not only taught formally, 
and provided counsel, but made the Univer
sity's, in fact, the world's educational re
sources available to interpret community 
needs and develop research. 

Television studies, involving experience in actual production 
through the university's own station, are a major part of 
Michigan State's development of the skills of communications. 
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The Water Carnival, started in 1923, is a well-established tradition and 
magnificent function each year in the mid-20th century. 

The J-Hop, destined to be longest-lasting of student traditions, 
is held these days in the campus' own Auditorium. Couples 
at this 1954 "Prom" are dancing the "Bunny Hop." 

"When communities have a problem, and 
we find the answer, we demonstrate it by tele
vision, or send specialists into the community." 

More people over 70 are using these re
sources than ever before, he added. 

Gus' description of University activities 
did not startle me, because I had seen the 
seeds planted with our sponsorship of the 
University of The R yukyus and our assistance 
in raising the standards of living in South 
America, Asia, and other parts of the world. 

Joins Federation 

I WAS pleased to hear that through the lead
ership of President Hannah, MSU had 

been able in 1975 to join a Federated World 
University which utilized resources of all uni
versities of the world, both public and private, 
to solve problems of literally universal im
port. 

I was fully prepared to hear about a biotic 
pill and ray treatment to stimulate brain 
growth and capacity for learning. This was 
still experimental, although science had made 
phenomenal advances in replacing worn out 
bod.y parts and extending normal longevity 
to 106 years. 



----~ , . 

. -' ----

Macklin Field stadium, built in 1924 and expanded in 1948, seats more than 50,000 for days of Spartan gridiron glory. 

Well-drilled student units with colored cards 
create decorative designs among football crowds. 
These were known as "Block S .. groups in their 
first year, 1953. 

Research was still gomg on m extra
sensory perception and electronic transmis
sion of thought waves, and- Gus grimaced
some people were still laughing. But the well
informed had demonstrated real hopes for the 
future in this area. 

"I suppose you are able to measure learn
ing potential scientifically?" I ventured. 

"Yes, with the electro-encephlogram. It 
is used in every school, and we predict a child's 
future capabilities with 97 per cent accuracy." 

"Doesn't this create serious psychological 
and social problems?" 

"No. We simply set up a teaching pattern 
adapted to the individual. It is carried on 
through college, and no one expects a person 
to exceed his proven capacity." 

People in graduate work, Gus explained, 
follow an informal pattern using the faculty 
principally for resource, counseling, and lead
ership. 

At the end of the 1953 football season, State's team, No. 1 
in the nation, went to the California Rose Bowl for the annual 
New Year's Day spectacle. State's queen, Jan Somers, rode 
the Michigan float in the pre-game parade. 



A winter scene along Circle Drive, 1955. This is a view from between the Cowles House and International Center, 
looking east with the Union and "Home Ec" building at the left and Morrill Hall through the trees. 
Parking meters are a necessary adjunct to traffic control on the swarming campus. 

Educational 3D color television rooms 
were scattered throughout the campus. These, 
Gus explained, were lively centers of learning, 
but they did not replace the personal contact 
of the on-campus instructor. Rather, they 
complemented his work. 

"If special consultant help is desired in 

any learning situation, we beam in on New 
York, Berlin, Tokyo, or wherever we can get 
assistance," he explained. "Professors all 
over the world are available on regular sched
ule, and after they lecture, we may question 
them, or advanced students may demonstrate 
research. " 

The "Big Rock," class of '73 memorial, is a picturesque part of the scenic inner circle of State's 1955 campus. 
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F IELD study trips were available from the 
campus to any place in the world. They 

were commonpiace, I was informed. 
It was obvious that an international lan

guage, which Gus said was adopted in 2015, 
made this an international learning situation. 
And incidentally, a new world understanding 
of groups, races, and nations had developed. 

Writing was almost a lost classroom art. 
Every student had a tele-corder which re
corded lectures and produced typewritten 
copies. In addition, a recording could be pro
duced. 

"Students put the playback speaker under 
their pillows and as they sleep their subcon
scious absorbs what the record plays." 

The day had come, Gus boasted, to scoff 
at memorization as a lower mental process. 

"We emphasize analysis, thought, and the 
knowledge of where to obtain facts." 

Most students at MSU attended on gov
ernment scholarships. They received enough 
to attend school even while married and rais
ing families, which reminded me of the 1945 
GI bill and State's "Fertile Valley." 

Values returned 

GRADUATE work and special intensive pro
fessional study and internship were con

sidered a part of the preparation necessary 
for maintaining a high standard of living in 
2055. The value of these scholarships was 
returned to the communities many times over 
in benefits from research and service, I was 
assured. 

I questioned whether these 2055 methods 
might not develop an "intellectual elite," but 
Gus made it clear that philosophy studies and 
social science research had affixed real mean
ing to the concept of the worth of an indi
vidual and his contribution to the world. 

"A man," Gus said, "is accepted as a man. 
There is no such thing as intellectual, aca
demic, or social snobbery. 

A view through the doorway of old Abbot Hall in 1955 looks 
across the Circle toward Beaumont Tower. 

Red-bricked, ivy-walled Conservation building, 1955. 
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Looking west across Michigan State's campus, 1955. Above and to the right of center is the spire of Beaumont Tower, marking 
the site of the original three buildings in the small clearing in the center of the 676 acres which the state purchased as an experi
ment. This 1955 vista sweeps across $7.0,0'0'0',0'0'0' worth of buildings, 130' of them permanent, 1,0'0'0' temporary. Adjoining the 
570 acres which are the core of the campus are 3,20'0' acres of farmland. There are more than 15,0'0'0' students, and Michigan 
State University is the eighth largest in the nation. 

The worth of man 
"Man is expected to serve himself and 

society to the limit of his own intellectual or 
creative capacity, not the intellectual or crea
tive capacity of some one else." 

Scholarships for graduate work, Gus went 
on, were awarded on the basis of individual 
capacities and desires, not on false values 
established on the premise "that only one pro
fession, or intellectual or creative pursuit, IS 

socially or academically respectable." 
I / I / 
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Gus' overwhelming sincerity and crystal
line intellect impressed me with the gigantic 
scope of this 2055 educational operation. It 
left me with one burning question, however. 

"What about the University of Michigan?" 
"Oh, that!" Gus permitted himself a re

laxed smile. "Years ago, the two universities 
realized that by putting aside their rivalries, 
they could work together for the benefit of all 
of the people of the State of Michigan and of 
the world." 
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